April-May Teaching Theme: Easter/The Book of Ruth/Pentecost
W & Speaker: Pastor William R. Horne

B B Topic: Ruth 4: Reversal, Restoration, Resurrection

£ 3 Scripture: Ruth 4

Monthly Theme: We started last month with the beautiful celebration of the Resurrection on
Easter Sunday, the climax of the Church calendar. We have now transitioned to the season
commonly called “Eastertide,” the 50 days from Easter to Pentecost (May 23rd, 2021), a time of
continual celebration of the Resurrection of King Jesus. We have spent the next 4 Sundays
walking through the Old Testament Historical book of Ruth - a powerful story about Loyal-Love,
Generosity, Reversal, and Redemption. We finished up the book of Ruth this week and will
continue in the theme of Pentecost during May.

F A May: f f]&iZ&i Pentecost Season

May 2nd — BR1F5C 4: {HEEsZ 0 A9 FE T B 1M Ruth 4: Reversal, Restoration, Resurrection

May 9th — Z2RE[ERZHIEE & The Spirit Breaking Barriers [EE#(& Church of All People] ( #1E
171& Acts 10)

May 16th — £ F #X_Ascension of the Lord ({f##E1T{& Acts 1:1-11, i5& Psalm 47)

May 23rd — F A] & Pentecost (FIZR 52 Leviticus 23:15-21, {#4£1T# Acts 2) (F A& Pentecost)

May 30th — E4 Born Again (¥981f& & John 3:1-21)

Resources:
Sermon Video
Sermon Slides

Primary Claim: “God is Working, through Human Loyal-Love, to Bring About His Upside-Down
Kingdom.”

Video:

The Book of Ruth (Bible Project) [English - 7:11]

The Book of Ruth (Bible Project) [Mandarin - 6:29]

**We watched this video when we started the book of Ruth, but it might be helpful to watch
again to review the whole book.**

Discussion Questions (Pastor William R. Horne):

(1) Before we read chapter 4, can anyone tell me what has happened so far in the story?
(Summarize what happened in chapters 1-3).

(2) Read Ruth 4 together. What observations do you make, and what stands out to you?
How would you summarize the chapter?

(3) Behind every scene in the story of Ruth, we can see God working in the background,
meeting his people in their choices to bring about his purposes. How does this reality -
that God is working in everyday life - make you feel? Reflecting on your life, where have
you seen God working in your life?


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpkJCtAdsOI&t=2s
http://www.lcccky.org/CellGroup/Meetings/05_02_21%20Ruth%204%20Reversal,%20Redemption,%20Resurrection.pdf
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/ruth
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qBJDorKYt4U&list=PLE-R0uydm0uN0xKD3tw0aheiQojlf1JB1&index=34

(4) How do we see Hesed (loyal-love/loving-kindness) modeled in Ruth 4? What are some
ways we live with this type of loyal love towards others?

(5) As we have seen in the story of Ruth (and the whole Bible!), God often chooses the
weak and powerless to reveal his rule. What does this reality call us to, and what hope
does it give us?

Important Notes (Pastor William R. Horne):

Notes on Q3: We should be careful not to over-simplify this reality with statements like ‘God is in
control’ or over-explain this reality trying to work out every detail. We should affirm God’s
sovereignty and Humanity’s freedom while allowing the mystery of their relationship to remain.
As the narrator portrays, there is a beautiful mystery behind every scene - God’s providence
meets us in our everyday choices. God is like the ultimate chess player who can see every
possible move each human player can make and responds accordingly to bring about his
purposes.

Two examples in Ruth:
- In chapter 2, Ruth chooses to go find food in the fields and “just so happens” to end up
in the field of Boaz.
- In chapter 4, we saw today, that Boaz goes to the town gate and the closer kinsman “just
so happens” to come to the gate at the same time.

God is building his grand story out of the small, seemingly insignificant realities of

everyday people. We can confidently trust in the God who is working in our daily lives to bring
about his greater purposes. This story puts flesh on the often quoted Romans 8:28, “And we
know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose.”

Notes on Q4:

In chapter 1, we see this “loyal-love” modeled in Ruth’s loyalty & commitment to
Naomi, despite what it will cost her.

In chapter 2, we see “loyal-love” modeled in Boaz’s generosity & protection towards
Ruth.

In chapter 3, we see “loyal-love” modeled in Ruth’s risk-taking on behalf of Naomi and
in Boaz’s integrity in the marriage proposal.

In chapter 4, we see Boaz modeling “loyal love” in his choosing to sacrifice

his estate for the well-being of Ruth, Naomi, and the family of Elimelek.

Loyal love (Hesed) calls us to, as Paul writes, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own
interests but each of you to the interests of the others.” (Phil 2:3-4). We see this ultimately
modeled in Jesus, who gives up his life on our behalf. (The Gospel in Ruth! :) )

Notes on Q5: God loves to choose the vulnerable and marginalized to bring about this
Upside-Down Kingdom. In the story of Ruth, we see God using the vulnerable foreign widow,



Ruth, to bring about the line of King Jesus. We can confidently put our hope in our God, who will
bring about his Kingdom, who will return and make all things right - even when there is chaos all
around us. This reality also calls us to be people who stand and advocate for the vulnerable in
our context. We see God choosing the weak all over the Biblical story! We will see more of this
reality in the “Sermon on Mount” we will begin looking at next month.

As we reflect on our stories, many of us probably resonate with Paul’'s words in 1 Corinthians 1,
“Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many
were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise;
God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. God chose the lowly things
of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things
that are, so that no one may boast before him.”

We also can reflect upon the Psalmist words in Psalm 8, where God sets his glory in the
heavens through the praises of “babbling babies” (a symbol of humanity’s weakness). This
reality is quite profound! God chooses to use us, weak creatures made of dirt, for his glory! We
can experience the fullness of this reality in the transformed life Jesus offers us through the
Spirit (The Gospel in Ruth again! :) )

Sermon Summary (Elder Yin): [Elder Yin has also added in his summary excellent reflection
questions to help as you lead :)]
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